Altrusa International of Waynesville

Business Meeting-Tuesday, June 3, 2008

Altrusa International of Waynesville held its monthly business meeting on June 3, 2008, at the Waynesville Country Club with President Sarah Wenzel presiding.  She opened the meeting at 12:05 with the Altrusa Grace.

The financial report for May was presented by e-mail and approved by the membership, as there was no discussion.

The minutes from May Business and Program meetings were emailed to everyone.  Later in the meeting, Beth Atkinson made one amendment that the amount of money raised for the gas for a woman in need was $595.  Mary Millar moved the May minutes be approved with this amendment.  The motion was seconded by Pat Janke and approved by the membership.

Guest:  Peggy Melville had her grandson Brice with her today.

Board Action:  President Sarah Wenzel announced that resignations had been received from Char Avrunin, due to a conflict with her teaching classes, and Cindi Thompson, who is getting married and says her life is going in a different direction.  President Wenzel invited all who are interested to attend Board meetings at 11:30, the first Tuesday of every month.

Presentation of Annual Plan:  Sarah Wenzel passed out a copy of her annual plan to all in attendance.  A tentative club calendar for the2008-09 year was also attached.  It was suggested that the calendar be added to our website and Julie Zacher will be contacted about this.  A list of committees was attached, as well as a form to become a member of “Club 21” a program supporting children with HIV/AIDS.  This handout will be attached to this meeting’s minutes.

Sarah reviewed the International, District themes and added our Club’s theme: In Ourselves, In Our Community, In Our World.  She reviewed District Three Goals and described club goals for the year with detail for Membership, Increasing Awareness of Altrusa in our Community, Service and Committees.  Altrusa Student of the Month was added to the list of existing service projects under Service, as it was omitted.

Sarah suggested that members who wear their Altrusa pin to each meeting, be rewarded with an extra door prize ticket when they buy one. She also suggested that a book be donated to the library in honor of each of the eight program speakers during the year.  Linda Plott suggested these books be children’s books and Kathy Olsen stated that approval for the purchases would need to go through Carol Dennis who is in charge of the children’s area and has a “wish list” of books to be purchased.   These books would be purchased from Altrusa member donations.

The selection of a woman to help in the community might come from Haywood Christian Ministries, whose new director is speaking at our August program meeting.  Discussion followed concerning the tracking of random acts of kindness being self-defeating, but it is a district goal.  Beth Atkinson volunteered to be the point person for this project and will send out an email to the membership.  Any acts of kindness should be emailed to her.  No names will be used.

Ideas are needed for the Global Warming goal.   Several were mentioned including air drying clothes, driving slower, sending e-cards instead of paper birthday cards (which is now being done for Altrusa), the newsletter being electronic instead of paper and the suggestion was made to have the yearbook be electronic also, with one copy printed to submit to conference.  Members were asked to submit any other ideas to Sarah Wenzel before the next meeting.

Beth Atkinson made a motion to approve Sarah’s Annual Plan with the addition of the Altrusa Student of the Month under Service.  Ann Overbeck seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Announcements:

Birthdates (month and day only) are needed by Joan Barnes for e-cards and by Pat Janke for the newsletter.  Beth Atkinson will be sending an email to the membership requesting this information.

Peggy Melville reminded us that the annual dues must be received no later than June 10th.  The club will not extend payment for any member who has not paid.  She will send out reminders to anyone who still owes dues or money for meals.

Catherine Ryan reminded all that if not attending meetings, please call her before 9:30 on the day before the meeting or the meal will be charged to you.

Neese Morris announced the REACH Red, White & Blue Ball is being held July 18th at Laurel Ridge Country Club and tickets are $35.

Ann Overbeck announced the Haywood County Arts Council Swannanoa Chamber Festival is June 22 – July 20th and passed out posters to those who could put them up.

Gwilli Gericheck read four thank you notes from scholarship winners: Cindy Wyatt, Cassie Miller and Bob Rugdala (sp?), all from Tuscola.  The guidance counselor, Linda Yates also wrote thanking Altrusa for the program.  Gwilli commented that Cassie was a full time student with a full time job to help her family.  It was suggested Cassie be considered as our woman in need in the community. 

Linda Arnold announced the Friends of the Library book sale coming up in July which will include the raffle of a wall hanging by the “Shady Ladies” at $1 each or 6 for $5.

A presentation was made to Julia Freeman in recognition of her Presidency this past year.  Sarah Wenzel presented her with a certificate of appreciation and a donation to REACH.

The Door Prize was donated by Cindi Thompson and won by Ann Overbeck.  The meeting ended at 12:52 with the Altrusa Benediction.

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl Meyers, Secretary

